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The characteristic genius of the ancient Indian art has been
to pursue the eternal values of life and to reach the core of
existence and to interpret the realism to the world. Bharata calls
an actor a scholar and a genius who endeavours to lead the
audience to a profound realisation of the ultimate goal of life.
The same idea is echoed by Shakespeare when he said "All the
world is a stage and all the men and women are players". He
makes Jaques in 'As You Like It' compare the seven "ages" of man
to a Seven-Act drama unfolding the successive scenes from
infancy to old age.

Bharata said "Loka Vrittyanukaranam Natyam". Drama is
imitation of life. Dryden calls it "a just and lively representation
of life". Imitation need not be a mere carbon copy. It can be a
visionary projection in the Aristotelian sense. It need not be a
candid camera-shot. Infact, even a photographer has to catch
that supreme moment which reveals the complete man. Referring
to that special sense which all artistes should cultivate, world-
famous photographer Karsh has said : "It registers in a fraction
of a second the inward power of greatness. There is a brief
moment when all that is in a man's mind and soul or spirit is
reflected through his eyes, his hands and his attitude: this is the
moment to record."

If so much is expected in a mechanical art like
photography, we can imagine the immense possibilities of drama/
acting. The artiste with his vision and insight should be able "to
see the world in a grain of sand, heaven in a wild flower, and to
hold infinity in the palm of the hand and eternity in an hour."

The artiste-actor displays a talent for enjoying the unreal
fancying it to be real. He also possesses the capacity to react in
sorrow, anguish, pain and suffering without actually suffering
or experiencing sorrow and agony. This requires great
imagination. He proves that the real self can pass through a world
of emotions and passions and yet remain detached or untouched
by it. Thus acting is akin to philosophy. Shakespeare said "No